
  

P lace of worship, attractive feature of the rural landscape or more . . . 

During the summer a former Brooksby Melton College student is 

shooting a film in Brooksby Church as part of his university studies, a 

sequel to the one he created as a BMC student last year. A few months 

ago a group of performing arts students wrote a play based on the 

marriage of Sir William and Dame Anne Villiers in the 17th Century and 

performed it in the church.  

Frisby and Hoby Methodist Centres 

illustrate successfully how churches can 

be used for non-church activities. 

This time of year we see the use of our 

parish churches at its greatest with flower 

festivals, concerts and afternoon teas 

abounding, often in association with fund-

raising for a particular church. Many 

thanks to so many people who have rallied 

round or will be doing so to put on such 

marvellous displays and events. It is 

evident that the parish church buildings 

are close to residents’ hearts in that five of 

the six Upper Wreake churches have been 

restored in recent times and work is in 

progress on the last one at Kirby Bellars 

South Croxton Churches 
The parishes of Ashby Folville & Barsby, Gaddesby, South Croxton with Beeby 

 and Twyford, Thorpe Satchville & John O’Gaunt 

Newsletter July and August 2013 
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The church and the community 

Malcolm Britton, Reader, reflects on the use of our churches 

“How thoughtful, wearing “How thoughtful, wearing “How thoughtful, wearing “How thoughtful, wearing 
something that all the wedding something that all the wedding something that all the wedding something that all the wedding 
guests could shelter under in guests could shelter under in guests could shelter under in guests could shelter under in 

case of rain.”case of rain.”case of rain.”case of rain.”    
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(although it is a bit like the Forth Bridge and these projects do tend to 

come around again).  

Like Christmas carol services these fund-raising events attract a large 

number of residents and visitors over the threshold and together with 

weddings and other celebrations and commemorations show off these 

ancient buildings at their best. But is this enough? 

Most of our church buildings originated in the 13th century and some were 

preceded on the same sites by older wooden structures. Essentially, they 

were not just sacred spaces for worship but also communal meeting 

places for the local inhabitants.  

The Victorians, in their infinite wisdom, invented village halls which, in 

larger villages, usurped that role of the parish church. They also filled the 

large, open flexible spaces inside with “solid” furniture: rigid pews, 

chancel screens and prayer desks to the glory of the benefactor, often out 

of all proportion to the size of the building. Churches tended to  become 

regarded as places only for religious services where people must lower 

their voices on entering, children must keep still and quiet and nobody 

must enjoy themselves (absolutely contrary to their first  700 or 800 

years’ of history) and ultimately that many people kept well away from. 

Recent church literature suggests how the churches (Anglican and 

Methodist) might be used more widely. The lack of basic facilities (toilets 

and kitchens) has been a limiting factor but the Heritage Lottery Fund is 

more readily available now to grant-aid community projects like these. It 

is not the church authorities who necessarily hold us back. On his recent 

visit to Rotherby, the Bishop of Leicester advocated extending the use of 

our buildings in the service of the community, even if it means some re-

ordering of the furniture. 

Churches are there as a base for local Christian communities to worship 

God and they are treasured as attractive features of the village scene and 

heritage sites. Now could well be the time to recapture their use in more 

practical ways for the benefit of their communities, especially in those 

places where the church is the only public building. 

Best wishes 
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Families are invited to come along to a once-a-

month ‘Messy Church’ on the first Saturday of 

each month 3.00—4.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville 

Village Hall (£1 per family).  

Saturday, July 6. ‘On the Mountains’ – bring a 

picnic tea. 

(No Messy Church in August due to summer holidays. Messy Church will 

start again on Saturday, September 7.) 

Contact Revd Susan Leighton (840245). 

Looking back: 

Marriages: Thomas Murray and Lauren Kivits on June 22 at Twyford 

church. 

Nathan Jones and Lucinda Gamble on June 29 at Gaddesby church. 

We wish these couples every happiness as they begin their married lives 

together. 

Congratulations to Mark and Louise Wade (Thorpe Satchville) on the 

birth of Susanna Louise on June 19. 

Baptisms: To have your baby, 

child or yourselves baptised 

please contact Revd Susan 

Leighton. 

Fetes and Open Gardens: 

Thank you to all stall holders and 

all who made the fetes at South 

Croxton and Ashby Folville 

possible. The flypast of the Red 

Arrows towards the end of the 

Ashby Folville fete was a wonderful conclusion. 

The Open Gardens in Gaddesby was a memorable weekend and the 

planning team worked hard to enable it to run very smoothly.  It was a 

Church notices 

from the Rector of the South Croxton Benefice, Revd Susan Leighton 

(840245) 

����    Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4Continued on Page 4    
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pleasure to see the lovely gardens, stalls 

around the village, artwork in the church 

and the displays by children from 

Gaddesby school. The Bishop of 

Leicester thoroughly enjoyed his visit.  

Thank you to all who braved the 

weather and gave generously to these 

different events, as the funds raised  

contribute so much to the running and 

upkeep of our historic churches. 

Looking forward . . .  

����      There is a service for the whole 

group on Sunday, June 30, at All Saints 

Church, Hoby, at 10.30 am.   At this 

service Revd Andrew Barker, Methodist 

Minister in the Upper Wreake, will be 

speaking before his retirement.  All 

welcome. 

����A new step for three young people – Benedict Godsiff, Martha Housby 

and Eleanor Housby, who will be confirmed in Leicester Cathedral on 

Sunday, July 7, at 4.00 pm.     

Please pray for them as they take this important step in their lives. All are 

welcome at the service to support  Ben, Martha and Eleanor. 

����Congratulations to Revd Tony Leighton as he celebrates the 25th 

Anniversary of his Ordination.  This will be marked at the 10.30 am 

service at Burrough church on Sunday, July 7.  All welcome. 

����Classic cars and bikers meet: As you may know, cars and bikes are to 

be found in Ashby Folville on the second Tuesday evening of the summer 

months. St Mary’s, Ashby Folville, will be open from 6.30 pm to 8.15 pm 

on Tuesday, July 9, and Tuesday August 13 – do 

drop in. 

���� Evensong will be on the second Sunday, July 

14, at 6.00 pm at Twyford church, and Sunday 

August 11 at Ashby Folville church. 

Community Lunch: The Parish Community 

Hub held its most recent lunch at the Memorial 

“Of course, the main reason churchyards “Of course, the main reason churchyards “Of course, the main reason churchyards “Of course, the main reason churchyards 

make such good wildlife  sanctuaries is that make such good wildlife  sanctuaries is that make such good wildlife  sanctuaries is that make such good wildlife  sanctuaries is that 

the cars only go at walking pace.”the cars only go at walking pace.”the cars only go at walking pace.”the cars only go at walking pace.”    
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Hall, Somerby. Thank you to 

everyone who supported this 

event. The next two events 

will be at: Gaddesby Village 

Hall, Monday, July 22. Lunch 

at 12.00 pm for 12.30 pm 

start and Beedles Lake, East 

Goscote, Tuesday, August 

20, 3.00 pm for 3.30 pm 

afternoon tea. 

We do hope that you will be 

able to join us for either one 

or both of these get together 

over lunch and afternoon tea. 

If you would like more information please contact either: Davina Bates 

(454201), Beryl Newman (0116 2603247), Vic Allsop (434697) or 

Annette Piper (840627). We are most grateful to our increasing number of 

volunteer drivers who will be happy to pick up anyone from our villages 

who needs transport. 

If you haven’t been before do consider coming along, it’s a great 

opportunity for the people of our villages to meet up, and enjoy each 

other’s company.                                      The Community Hub Team. 

Fund-raising events: Twyford church will be holding a sale of cakes, 

jams and preserves on Saturday August 3 at Melton Mowbray market. Do 

come along to buy this excellent local produce to support church funds. 

If you’ve never visited  Little Dalby in August, do go along for a dessert, 

cream tea or cakes in a scenic garden on Sundays 11th and 18th August 11 

and 18, 2.00—5.00 pm (car parking available).  

Calling all cyclists and walkers: Would you be willing to ride or walk 

around some of the churches in the South West Framland group on 

Saturday September 14?   

This is an annual sponsored event, ‘Ride + Stride’, and the amount you 

raise is divided between your local village church and the Leicestershire 

Historic Churches  Trust (this trust helps churches such as ours by giving 

grants towards work needed).  

Further information and sponsor forms are available from Mrs P Spencer 

(840655). 

Peter mowed his lawn religiously once a week.Peter mowed his lawn religiously once a week.Peter mowed his lawn religiously once a week.Peter mowed his lawn religiously once a week.    
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Mothers’ Union 
The Mothers’ Union meets on the first Thursday in the month. Further 

information from Annette Piper (840627). 

Council notices 
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The council’s 

next meeting is on Monday, July 1, at Ashby and Barsby Village Hall. 

The following meetings will be at Gaddesby Village Hall on Monday, 

August 5, and at Ashby and Barsby Village Hall on Monday September 2. 

All start at 6.45 pm. Residents can raise questions at the beginning of 

meetings. Contact the clerk, Mrs Trudy Toon (840490). 

Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The council will meet 

on Thursday, July18, at 7.30 pm, in Twyford Village Hall and on 

Wednesday, August 21, at 7.30 pm at Thorpe Satchville Village Hall.  

South Croxton: The council will meet on Thursday, July 11, and 

Thursday, August 8. Both meetings are at the village hall at 6.30 pm. 

There will be no meeting in September. 

Royal British Legion 
Outing: Twyford and District Royal British Legion is planning a lunch 

trip in September, venue to be announced. Contact Keith Wilby (840284) 

for details. 

WI meetings 

Barsby & Ashby Folville: Hearing dogs for the deaf will be the subject 

of a talk by D. Taylor on July 10. The competition is a picture of a pet. 

An outing is planned for August 14. 

Gaddesby WI: Very many thanks to all members and non-members for 

their time and generous donations of cakes and scones for the Open 

Garden refreshments in the church. 

Garden party at Hillside, 6 Park Hill, 5.00—8.00 pm, on July 10. Hats 

may be worn. Bring a sweet or savoury dish to share. You are invited to 

bring a hat or cake to the meeting on August 14 and to tell the story 

behind it. There will also be a bring-and-buy. The competition is 

something beginning with “I”. 

South Croxton. A competitor from The Weakest Link tells all on July 18. 

There is no meeting in August. 
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Ashby Folville & Barsby 

Thank you: The fete this year was a 

tremendous success with more than 

£3,000 being raised for St Mary’s. The 

Red Arrows made the event very 

special  and our Spitfire pilot was only 4 

minutes away from the cricket field when 

he had to turn back because of the huge 

thunder storm which hit at 1.30 pm.  The 

fete had amazing support from both 

Barsby and Ashby Folville villagers and 

the organizers would like to say a huge 

“thank you” to everyone involved. 

Annual Feast: This event will be held o 

the village hall green on Saturday, August 3, 12.00 noon—midnight. It 

will include petanque, bouncy castle, children’s games, tug o’war, family 

treasure hunt, produce stall, raffle, tea, cakes and Cava. Barbecues will be 

lit from 6.00 pm and ELECTRA will provide live music from 7.30 pm.  

Barsby Village Charity will benefit from all the money raised from the 

activities, stalls and raffle. Free entry. 

Gaddesby 
Open Gardens: A big “thank you” to all the villagers who helped this 

weekend event to be a success – in spite of not very good weather!  

Together we raised more than £4,000 towards St Luke’s Church 

Restoration Fund.  Your time, effort and generosity are very much 

appreciated. 

When we have a few days of warm weather we will hold, at short notice, 

a Pimms and cream tea afternoon/evening to continue our fund-raising.  

We look forward to you joining us on that occasion.   

David Batchelor, Gaddesby Open Gardens Committee. 

Wedding: Maurice Deacon and Kathryn Noble will be married at St 

Luke’s Church, Gaddesby, on Saturday, September 14, at 1.00 pm. They 

would like to invite friends and neighbours to join them for the wedding 

ceremony at St Luke’s, to share in the celebration on this special 

occasion! 



8 

Thorpe Satchville 
Villagers are invited to a BBQ and rounders on 

September 8. There will be quiz night on 

October 4 and a film night on November 15. 

Contact rachael.turner@live.com or  call 

840165 for further information. 

Scout groups: The beavers meet every 

Thursday evening at the village hall and the 

cubs every other Thursday evening. The 

groups are looking for new young people to 

join. Contact 1thorpescouts@gmail.com or 

come along at 5.30 pm onwards for beavers 

and 6.45 onwards for cubs. Petra Johnson, beaver leader (07971602609 ) 

or Tim Ashton, cub leader (07976 378795). 

Zumba: Monday nights, 7.00—8.00 pm, village hall. 

Twyford 

Celebrations: During the next 12 months we will be celebrating the 50th 

anniversary of Twyford Village Hall. Look out for a glowing autumn 

programme with events for everyone. We hope you can join us in helping 

to raise funds to improve the hall so it can be enjoyed for the next 50 

years! 

Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, July 7 and 

28 and August 4, 18 and 25; Wednes-

days, 6.00 pm, July 3, 10 and 31 and 

August 7. 

Karate summer schools,  three mornings, 

Monday to Wednesday, 10.00—12:30 

pm, July 22—24 and August 19—21, all 

welcome, no experience needed: Details 

from Alison (851238). 

Carpet Bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, July 

8 and 22; August 5 and 19. 

Drop In: Fridays, July 12 and 26. 10.30 

am. August 9 and 23, canal boat trips 

plus an “At Home” drop-in for 

landlubbers. Details (840774 or 840383) 

Godfrey did not really 

approve of preaching to 

the slugs. 
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Whist Drives: Fridays, 7.00 pm, July 12 and 26; August 9 and 23. There 

will be a charity whist drive for LOROS on August 30, starting at 7.30 

pm. 

Twyford Recreation Ground Junior Forum: Village hall, Thursday, 

July 11, 6:30 pm. Come and have a piece of pizza with the Twyford 

Recreation Ground Committee.  

Twyford Guild Of Artists: Twyford Village Hall, autumn exhibition, 

September 27, 28 and 29, by "Jeudi Textile Group" with an open section 

for Twyford arts and crafts. Details, Jean (840118). 

Village Hall Bookings: Twyford Village Hall is available for booking for 

your party, wedding, meeting or other event. Please contact Chris (07903 

333148 or 840774) for information. 

Inns and Outs: Osprey visit, Wednesday July 10, 3.00—5.00 pm,  

Lyndon Visitor Centre (Manton to Edith Weston road), Rutland Water, 

£3.70, led by guide Peter Pritchard of Gaddesby. Arrive any time from 

3.00 pm (closes at 5.00 pm). There are observation hides and a webcam 

and you might see parent birds bringing food to the nest. Supper at the 

Wheatsheaf, Edith Weston, 6.30 pm, £8.95 per person. Ring Paula by July 

5 to book and choose supper (840787); Barbecue, Tuesday, August 13, at 

Station House, John O’Gaunt, 7.00 pm, cost £7. Please phone Wendy 

(454457) by Thursday August 8.  

Advance notice: November Inns and Outs is a fun photography evening 

at the village hall which will include a quiz and a light-hearted photo 

competition, open to all, and with some surprising prizes! The topic for 

photos is ‘Twyford Highs and Lows’ so make the most of this weather 

and start booking the models, 5x7 prints taken on any kind of camera. 

Twyford Recreation Ground: Children of all ages and abilities are 

invited to free summer fun sessions on Wednesday, July 17, and 

Thursday, July 18, 2.00—4.30 pm. Come and have a go at tennis, cricket, 

uni–hockey and other games organised and 

supervised by a coach from Hamilton 

Tennis Club.  No booking necessary.  Just 

turn up at the recreation ground on the 

day.  All equipment will be provided, just 

wear suitable clothing and footwear and 

bring your own drinks and refreshments. If 

you have any questions please ring Lynne 

(840741). 
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Rector of the South Croxton Benefice (all numbers preceded by area 

code 01664):  

The Revd Susan Leighton: The Rectory, 19 Main Street, South Croxton, 

LE7 3RJ. Tel: 840245 susan.leighton2@btinternet.com 

Clergy: 

Revd Peter Collins: The Rectory, 2 Carrfields Lane, Frisby, LE14 2NT, 

(434985) revdpeter@msn.com 

Revd Tony Leighton: The Rectory, 19 High Street, South Croxton, LE7 

3RJ,  (840245) tony0leighton@btinternet.com  

Readers: 

Mrs Rhona Tomlyn: 14 High Street, Somerby, LE14 2PZ, (454064)

rhonatomlyn@gmail.com 

Mr Malcolm Britton: 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-Wreake. 

(434490), mr.britton@virgin.net  

Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664) 

Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt 840783 

South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford 840231; Brian Piper 840627  

Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards 840591; Stephen Hardcastle 
840733 

Gaddesby contact:  David Wyrko 840385 

Thorpe Satchville contacts: Janet Collins 840649 or Jane Smith 840876  

� The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) 

Group which operates an office. For all wedding enquiries please contact 

the Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Cluster Office, 29 Main Street, 

Great Dalby, LE14 2ET,  561909 or clusteradmin@btinternet.com. 

Who’s who in the South Croxton Benefice 

Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker 
Contributions, news, events and notices may be emailed to  
churchmaged@gmail.com or left at/posted to 18 Ashby Road, 
Gaddesby LE7 4WF (next to the village hall car park). Tel: 841184. 
Please supply a name and telephone number with any submissions 
in case of queries. 

The  deadline for the September magazine is  August 22.The  deadline for the September magazine is  August 22.The  deadline for the September magazine is  August 22.The  deadline for the September magazine is  August 22. 
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Newsletter online 
LOST your copy of the newsletter? 

Can’t remember a date or time? 

Thanks to Simon Hargrave you can 

find an online version of the church 

newsletter on the Gaddesby village 

website: www.gaddesby.org.uk 
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August church services  — Page 11 


