
  

T here are two confusing things about this 
day of romance and anonymous love-
cards strewn with lace, cupids and 

ribbon. 

Firstly, there seems to have been two 
different Valentines in the 4th century – one 
a priest martyred on the Flaminian Way, 
under the emperor Claudius, the other a 
bishop of Terni martyred at Rome.   

And neither seems to have had any clear 
connection with lovers or courting couples.   

So why has Valentine become the patron saint of romantic love?  By Chaucer’s time the 
link was assumed to have arisen because on the two saints’ day, February 14,  the birds 
were supposed to pair.   

Or perhaps the custom of seeking a partner 
on St Valentine’s Day is a surviving scrap 
of the old Roman Lupercalia festival, which 
took place in the middle of February.   

One of the Roman gods honoured during 
this festival was Pan, the god of nature.   

Another was Juno, the goddess of women 
and marriage.  During the Lupercalia it was 
a popular custom for young men to draw the 
name of a young unmarried woman from a 
name-box.  The two would then be partners 
or ‘sweethearts’ during 
the time of the 
celebrations.   

Even modern Valentine 
decorations bear an 
ancient symbol of love – 
Roman cupids with their 
bows and love-arrows.   
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Church notices 
The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group 
which operates an office. For all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the 
Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great 
Dalby, LE14 2ET (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com. See Page 7 for your 
village contact and further details. 

We have a new Acting Area Dean from January 1 –  The Revd. Dr. Peter 
G.  Hooper. His address, until about February 20, is The Rectory, 23 Ferndale Drive, 
Ratby, Leicester LE6 0LH. From March 1 it will be The Rectory, 2 Church Lane, 
Asfordby, Melton Mowbray LE14 3RU. Peter’s formal commissioning as Area Dean 
and Licensing as Priest in Charge of Ab Kettleby, Asfordby & Holwell will be on 
Tuesday March 8 at 7.30 pm, at Asfordby Parish Church, by Bishop John, the Acting 
Bishop of Leicester.  

 The new Bishop of Leicester is to be the Rt Revd Martyn Snow, currently Bishop of 
Tewkesbury, Downing Street announced in December. Bishop Martyn is 47 and is 
married to Lynn. They have three children, a daughter and two sons. He and his family 
will probably move to Leicester in April. During a visit to Leicestershire in December 
he met diocesan staff and went on to evening prayers at the oldest parish church in the 
diocese, St Nicholas, in the city centre.  

  The Revd Canon Mike Harrison, Director of Mission and Ministry for the diocese, 
will be the next Bishop of Dunwich in the Diocese of St Edmundsbury & Ipswich. 

 Services during the interregnum could be subject to change at short notice. If you are 
unsure about a service please check with the church warden/s or the office (561909). 

 Community Lunch:  The Par ish Community Hub held its most recent get 
together at Sysonby Knoll, Melton Mowbray. The next event will be at Twyford Village 
Hall on Monday February 22, 12.00 for 12.30 pm.  If you would like to come along 
please contact Annette Piper (840627); Davina 
Bates (454201; Beryl Newman (0116 2603247), 
Vic Allsop (434697) or Maureen Coleman 
(434120). A big thank you to every one of our 
many valuable volunteers, in particular those 
who volunteer to drive and collect people for the 
Community Lunches. They are able to pick up 
anyone from our villages who would like 
transport. We are always looking out for new 
volunteer drivers, so do please get in touch with 
one of the committee if you could help out from 
time to time. 

We are most grateful to have recently received a 
‘Make it Happen’ Community Award from Ragdale Hall and the Melton Times. The 
£300 provided will go towards supporting this project. 

Also a big thank you to all those who host our lunches and support the ethos of bringing 
people together to meet up with each other and to share conversation over an enjoyable 
meal. Do come and join us!                                               The Community Lunch Team 

 Funeral: Audrey Winifred Hamblin on November  30 at Ashby Folville. We offer  
our sympathy to her family and friends. 

mailto:clusteradmin@btinternet.com
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 Baptism: Evelyn Lily McCombe 
at Gaddesby on December 6. We 
welcome Evelyn to the church family. 

Mothers’ Union 
The group meets on the first Thursday 
of the month at 2.30 pm. Further 
information from Annette Piper 
(840627). New members welcome.  

Women’s Institutes 
Barsby and Ashby Folville: 
Members will hear ‘A Librarian’s 
Tale’ from Janet Gilchrist at their 
meeting on Wednesday February 10. 
The competition is “An old book”. 
Gaddesby: At our  January meeting, 
Alison Leight, from the charity 
‘Headway’ gave an excellent and 
informative talk about acquired brain injury which is not to be confused with mental 
disability. She described some of the resulting behavioural characteristics of brain 
injuries and the effects these can have on both the injured person and their family. It was 
a most enlightening presentation. 

On Wednesday February 10 at 7.30 we welcome Anna Stazinska, from ‘The Old 
Brickyard Tea Garden’, Scalford. She will lead us in a tea-tasting session and no doubt 
tell us a little about how the Tea Room came into being. There will be a raffle and the 
competition country is Japan.    Daphne Tucker 

South Croxton: The institute will meet on Thursday February 18 at 7.30 pm. 

Parish councils 
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The next meeting will be at 
Gaddesby Village Hall on Monday February 8. The following meeting will also be at 
Gaddesby Village Hall, on Monday March 14. Meetings start at 6.45 pm. At the 
beginning of each meeting there is a timeslot during which people living in the parish 
can raise matters of concern. Please contact the clerk, Trudy Toon (840490), if you wish 
to take advantage of this opportunity. 

Minutes of meetings and dates for future meetings can be found on the Gaddesby village 
website: http://www.gaddesby.org.uk/village-organisations/parish-council/ 

South Croxton Parish Council: The next meeting is Thursday February 4. The 
following meeting will be on Thursday March 3. All meetings, in the village hall, start at 
6.30 pm. 

Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The next meeting is on Tuesday 
February 16 at 7.30 pm in Thorpe Satchville Village Hall. 

Continued on Page 4 

With proper ceremony, they laid it 
to rest with its ancestors. 

He’s been updated. He’s now the patron saint 
of tweeting. 
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Ashby Folville and Barsby 
 
Garden fete: The Ashby Folville Garden Fete will be held on the third Saturday in 
June, as usual, this year.  The date for your diary is June  18. 

Funeral: The funeral of Cath Greaves took place recently at Loughborough 
Crematorium.  A much loved mother and grandmother, we send our sympathy to Robert, 
Phillip and family.  RH 

Christmas: Thanks to all who made the Chr istmas services so enjoyable at Ashby, 
and for all the seasonal decorations.  RH 

Ding-Dong: Want to get fit after  Chr istmas, and make new fr iends?  Why not try 
bell-ringing?  Details from your Church Wardens.  RH 

Date for your diary: Ashby Folville Village Hall Spr ing Supper , Thur sday Apr il 21. 

More next month 

Poppy Appeal: Generous villagers in Barsby contr ibuted £177 to this year ’s appeal. 

Aikido club:  Every Monday at Ashby Folville village hall,  6.30 — 8.00 pm. Aikido 
encourages the practitioner to develop relaxation because its techniques are based on 
utilizing your opponent's aggression and strength against them! The instructor (sensei) is 
Andy Thompson. J turn up on a Monday in tracksuit / t-shirt and see if it is for you. 

Gaddesby 
Candlelight collection: The collection at the Candlelight Carol Service was 
£375.14.  £125 was donated to Revd Canon Philip Norwood's pilgrimage charities, The 
Al- Shurooq School for Blind Children and The Bethlehem Arab Society for 
Rehabilitation, and £250.14 to the Children's Air Ambulance. Thank you to all who 
donated. 

Jean Cane: A new bench had been installed on Main Street, Gaddesby, near  the 
Cheney Arms Public House, in memory of the late Mrs Jean Cane and her late husband 
Cliff.  

‘Handbag Amnesty’: Gaddesby WI will be holding a ‘Handbag Amnesty’ and Coffee 
Morning on Saturday April 30, 10.30– 12.30 pm to raise funds for ‘Rainbows’. 
Handbags in good condition are collected in, refurbished, and resold, at very reasonable 
prices. The venue is to be confirmed so there will be more information next month but 
put the date in your diary and look out your unwanted 
handbags to bring along. Daphne Tucker 

Village hall 

Zumba, Mondays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact Jess Warrington 
(840732); Yoga, Tuesdays, 7.30—9.00 pm, contact Barbara 
Jackson (424487); Aerobics, Thursdays, 7.00—8.00 pm, 
contact Justine Hunt (840435); Why Not Come Dancing 
(WNCD) Saturdays, 7.00—11.00 pm, contact Barry 
Preston (840381) and the Gaddesby Women’s Institute, 
second Wednesday of the month, 7.30—10.00 pm, contact 
Daphne Tucker (841184).  

Contact Sue Evans (840305) for hall bookings. 
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South Croxton 
Mulled wine evening:  A huge ' thank you'  to 
everyone for their help and support for 
November's Mulled Wine Evening.  We raised 
£127 for LOROS and £710 to be split between 
South Croxton Bell And Tower Project and the 
Anthony Nolan Trust. 

Christmas: Many thanks to those who 
decorated the church for the carol service.  You 
really excelled yourselves this year! 

Ann Crawford and Brian Piper, Church Wardens 

Poppy Appeal: Richard Spokes would like to 
thank everyone in South Croxton for their 
donations  totalling £201.05 to the Poppy Appeal . 

Lottery: The lottery winner  for  November  was Kate Yarrow and December   Hugh 
Lane. Anyone wishing to join the monthly lottery can contact Tracy Campbell (840042), 
Ann Crawford (840231) or Angela Wood (840620). 

Coffee and book sale morning with art display: Saturday February 6, 10.00—12 
noon. Come along and have a chat with other villagers over a coffee and home-made 
cake. Stock up with your holiday reading by buying a bargain book. Ann Goodger will 
have some of her work on display. Donated books can be left with any committee 
members. 

Crafty Chatter: Tea/coffee, chat and craft, alternate Wednesdays at the village hall, 
2.00—4.00 pm, February 10 and 24 and March 9. 

Dates for your diary: Murder  Mystery Evening (840272 to book tickets) March 19;  

Big Brunch Walk, April 16; Concert in the church (840900 to book tickets), June 25. 

Village hall 

 The hall is available for events, parties and classes. Contact Caroline (840272) to 
make your booking. 

Thorpe Satchville 
Village hall 

Pub and curry night: February 26, 7.00 pm, tickets £7.50. 

Coffee morning: Drop in for  a coffee and a chat at the village hall on February 11, 
10.00—12 noon.  

Boot camp: An exper ienced trainer  is running exercise sessions in the grounds of 
the village hall 9.30—10.30 am, four sessions for £20. Anybody welcome.  

The village hall is available for hire for £10 an hour before 6.00 pm and £15 per hour 
after 6.00 pm. It is very well maintained and has a catering kitchen, fridges and freezer. 
It is attached to the village playing field, which makes it an ideal venue for children's 
parties. 

For information on any of the above, please contact Annie Jones (07871 277177) 

Continued on Page 6 
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Scout groups: The beavers meet every Thur sday evening 5.30—6.30 at the village 
hall and the cubs every other Thursday evening 7.40—8.15. The groups are looking for 
new young people to join. Contact 1thorpescouts@gmail.com or come along at 5.30 pm 
onwards for beavers and 6.45 onwards for cubs. Petra Johnston, beaver leader 
(07510370108) or Tim Ashton, cub leader (07976 378795). 

 

Twyford 

Village hall: 

Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, February 7, 14, 21, 28. 
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, February 3, 10, 17, 24. 

Carpet bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, February 1, 15, 29. 

Whist drives: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, February  5, 19. 

Drop In: Fr idays, 10.30 am, February 5, 19.  

Yoga: Mondays, 11.00—12.30 pm, mixed ability, beginners welcome, February 1, 8, 
15, 22, 29, £6 per session; men, Thursdays, 7.00 pm, February 4, 11, 18. Contact Di 
Angrave (840013), diangrave@aol.com for further information. 

Inns and Outs: Tuesday February 9, skittles at The Blue Boar , Hoby, 7.30 pm, 
£7.50 each. 

Woolly Days: Knitting, spinning, 
crochet, weaving . . . Saturday February 
13, 10.30—3.30 pm. Bring your work 
and enjoy a day with like-minded 
people, everyone welcome. £5.00 and 
something for shared lunch. Contact 
Lizzie (07754 497004) for more details.                                                           

Mafia Wedding Murder Mystery! 
Come to Twyford Village Hall on 
Saturday February 20 and solve the 
Mafia Mystery, written by Paul 
Falcone. Tickets from Susan Harby 
(840992). 

Book and Film Club: Thursday February 25, 4.00 pm, at The Saddle. This month ’s 
book/film is Dear John by Nicolas Sparks. Everyone welcome 

Twyford Recreation Ground Committee Annual General Meeting:  Twyford 
Village Hall, Thursday February 25, 7.30 pm. 

Music Evening - Clive Carroll: Advance notice –  we are welcoming international 
virtuoso Clive Carroll to play again at Twyford Village Hall on Friday March 18 at 7.30 
pm. Great guitar music, and interesting anecdotes! More information and tickets from 
Chris (840774) 

Advance notice to all crafters and makers in Twyford – The Guild of Artists Exhibition 
will be on October 22-23, so plenty of time to get busy. 

Village hall bookings: Twyford Village Hall is available for  booking for  your  par ty, 
wedding, meeting or other event. Please call Chris (07811 859813) or (840774) for more 
information.  

Continued from Page 5 

mailto:1thorpescouts@gmail.com
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Priest in Charge (Area Dean): Revd Dr Peter Hooper: The Rectory, 23 
Ferndale Drive, Ratby, Leicester LE6 0LH, (0116 239 4606);  
e-mail: peter@hoopers.orangehome.co.uk 

Reader: Mr Malcolm Britton: 34 Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-Wreake. 
(434490), mr.britton@virgin.net  

The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group 
which operates an office. For all baptism and wedding enquiries please 
contact the Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main 
Street, Great Dalby, LE14 2ET (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com. 

During Parish Vacancy: For funerals, visits to those who are ill and home 
communions contact Malcolm Britton (see above) and/or your churchward-
en. General enquiries about the local churches – any of the churchwardens 
or contacts. If the services of a priest are required contact Revd Dr Peter 
Hooper (see above). 

Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664) 

Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt (840783) 

South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)  

Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards (840591); Stephen Hardcastle 
(840733) 

Gaddesby contacts: Diana Pritchard (840267), assistant churchwarden; 
David Wyrko (840385), building. 

Thorpe Satchville contact: Jane 
Smith (840876)  

Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker 
(841184) Contributions, news, 
events and notices may be 
emailed to 
churchmaged@gmail.com 
or left at/posted to 18 Ashby 
Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF (next 
to the village hall car park).  

The deadline for the March 
edition is February 22.  

Who’s who in the South Croxton Benefice 

mailto:mr.britton@virgin.net
mailto:clusteradmin@btinternet.com
mailto:churchmaged@gmail.com
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