
  

I f you have watched the QI programme with Stephen Fry as question master, you will 
remember in one series there was always a question addressed to the panel to which 

the answer was: “Nobody knows”. 

When I am asked when we are likely to have a new vicar, I am also tempted to reply: 
“Nobody knows”. It isn’t a very satisfactory response to anyone who takes the trouble to 
ask. The other common question is: “Are we making any progress towards finding a new 
vicar?” and to that the answer is definitely “Yes – and the progress is speeding up a bit”. 

At the end of February, 15 church councils out of 17 voted for the option of uniting to 
form one parish — the Parish of South West Framland. With such a clear majority for 
this option, that is what will happen.  

By the time you read this, parish representatives will have met Tim Stratford, the 
Archdeacon of Leicester, to look at a proposed constitution for the new parish and to 
start to draw up a “parish profile”. This combines information about the parish with a 
sort of job description for anyone called to serve here. 

The parish profile will have an entry for each church in the South West Framland Group, 
which will include: 

What the church is and does in the community 
where it based. 

What the church means to residents. 

How it is seen and viewed by regular worshippers 
and also by those who don’t attend. 

This presents an excellent opportunity to examine the 
Church in each place thoroughly and to discern whether 
it is fulfilling its mission effectively, and where 
improvements can be made.  

Actually Lent is a good time to be starting this as, no 
doubt, some hard truths will emerge. 
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Church notices 
The South Croxton Benefice is part of the South West Framland (SWF) Group which 
operates an office. For all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the 
Administrator Mr Vic Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, 
LE14 2ET (561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com. 

See Page 6 for your village contact and further details 

 There will be a joint “Foot of the Cross” service for South Croxton Group and 
Burrough Hill parishes at South Croxton on Good Friday, April 3. Earlier in the week, 
on Wednesday April 1, there will be a Churches Together service in Melton Mowbray at 
St Peter’s Catholic Church, Welby Lane. On Easter Day there will be family 
communion at Gaddesby at 10.30, preceded by a United Sunrise Service at Rotherby 
Lane Burial Ground, Frisby, at 6.00 am. Thorpe Satchville will hold Holy Communion, 
their first service following the repairs to their church, on April 12 at 10.30 am. 

 Community Lunch: The Par ish Community Hub held its most recent get 
together at Hoby and District Village Hall. Thank you to the staff at the Blue Bell Inn 
for their support and to all who came along and joined us on that day. The next event 
will be at the Britannia Inn, Queniborough, on Monday April 27, 12.00 pm for a 12.30 
pm start. 

 We do hope that you will be able to join us. If you would like more information please 
contact Annette Piper (840627); Davina Bates (454201; Beryl Newman (0116 2603247) 
or Vic Allsop (434697). A big ‘thank you’ to our volunteer drivers who are able to pick 
up anyone from our villages who needs transport. If you would like to be a volunteer 
driver do please get in touch with one of the committee. We would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Somerby Vaudevillians for their very generous donation to the 
Community Lunch project of £100 from their recent panto. This money will be used to 
support our project for 2015 and part of 2016. We are most grateful for this donation.                                       
The Community Lunch Team. 

Mothers’ Union 
The group meets on the first Thursday of the month at 2.30 pm. Further information 
from Annette Piper (840627). New members welcome.  

Parish councils 
Gaddesby, Barsby & Ashby Folville Parish Council: The next meeting is at 
Gaddesby Village Hall on Monday April 13. The following meeting,  at Ashby and 
Barsby Village Hall on Monday May 11, will also be the annual meeting of the council. 
Both meetings start at 6.45 pm. At the beginning of each meeting there is a timeslot 
during which people living in the parish can raise matters of concern. Please contact the 
clerk, Trudy Toon (840490), if you wish to take advantage of this opportunity. 

South Croxton Parish Council: The annual par ish meeting will be on Thursday 
April 2 and the council’s annual meeting on Thursday May 7. All meetings, in the 
village hall, start at 6.30 pm. 

Twyford and Thorpe Satchville Parish Council: The next meeting is on Tuesday 

April 28 at 7.30 pm in Thorpe Satchville Village Hall.    

mailto:clusteradmin@btinternet.com
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Women’s Institutes 
Barsby and Ashby Folville: Member s will hear  
about the Dogs Trust from Ella Tonge at their 
meeting in Ashby Folville Village Hall on 
Wednesday April 8. The competition is something 
beginning with “G”. 

Gaddesby: We have had a busy and productive 
time during March. We held our bi-annual Flower 
Craft and Produce Show and the many entries 
demonstrated a high level of skill among our 
members in all categories. Then we hosted the 
Wreake Valley Group annual meeting to which we 
welcomed about 90 WI members from our group as 
well as the Melton Ukulele Orchestra ‘Melstrum’ 
who entertained with songs from the WI century – 
1915 to 2015. Our thanks go to everyone who 
organised, baked, erected the stage, sang and 
played and generally made this event a very happy 
and joyful occasion. Gaddesby members will be able to sit back on Wednesday April 8 
and listen to a talk about the ‘restoration and preservation of old buildings’ given by Dr 
Jonathan Castleman. The competition is ‘anything orange’. Daphne Tucker 

South Croxton: Claire Orbell will tell members about Keeping Y oung and Beautiful at 
their meeting on Thursday April 16. This will be “a fun exercise session – suitable for all 
abilities even if you need to remain seated”. 

Ashby Folville and Barsby 
Full Peel: Peterborough Cathedral r ingers will r ing a full peel at St. Mary's on 
Monday April 16 from 10.00 am to 1.00 pm. If you would like to learn to ring church 
bells ask your church warden for details. 

Spring supper: Tickets from Sylvia (840259), £8, for  this event at the village hall on 
Thursday April 23. 

Garden fete: Ashby Folville Garden Fete will be held on Saturday June 13. Please 
take any bric a brac to Pam East, Barsby Farm, Barsby.  Please note this is one week 
earlier than usual due to an event on the cricket field the following week. 

Gaddesby 
Defibrillator: About 50 villagers attended a br iefing at the village hall last month 
about the use of the defibrillator. Useful information, given the somewhat unreliable 
access to signals around the village, included the fact that a 999 call from a mobile 
phone will be accepted by any network plus that of the emergency services and that the 
code you would be given for access to the defibrillator would be accepted even if you 
get the digits in the wrong order. The machine itself, which lives in the village phone 
box, will guide you through the procedure for its use.  

“Police? This is St Mary’s Ladies’ 
Knitting and Vigilante Circle. We’ve 
caught two villains trying to steal 

the church silver.” 

Continued on Page 4  
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Gaddesby Preschool Spring Fayre: Come and join us for  family  fun. Lots to do, 
plenty of interesting fabulous things to buy: crafts/gifts/ cakes/jewellery/tombola and 
refreshments. Gaddesby Village Hall 10—2.00 pm on April 18.  

Garden Open for NGS Charities: The garden at Parkside, 6, Park Hill, will be open 
on Sunday April 12, 11.00—5.00 pm, under the National Garden Scheme. Entry is £4, 
children free. Refreshments and plants available. 

Village hall 

During the building of the new school extension the contractors are using part of our car 
park for access. The lorries are permitted access at only prearranged times to minimise 
problems. Phone numbers are displayed in case you have any queries. 

Zumba, Mondays, 7.00—8.00 pm, contact Jess Warrington (840732); Yoga, Tuesdays, 
7.30—9.00 pm, contact Barbara Jackson (424487); Aerobics, Thursdays, 7.00—8.00 
pm, contact Justine Hunt (840435); Why Not Come Dancing (WNCD) Saturdays, 
7.00—11.00 pm, contact Barry Preston (840381) and the Gaddesby Women’s Institute, 
second Wednesday of the month, 7.00—11.00 pm, contact Daphne Tucker (841184).  

Contact Sue Evans (840305) for hall bookings.  

South Croxton 
Dates for your diary:  Church AGM, Wednesday April 15.   

Church garden fete, Saturday June 6.   

Fundraiser for the church tower repairs, Saturday June 13, ceilidh and hog roast at Brook 
Farm, Beeby Road.   

Village hall 

Thanks: The committee would like to thank all those who suppor ted the coffee/book 
sale/art exhibition in March.  We raised £150 for village hall funds.  

Next Event 

Big Brunch Walk, Saturday April 25: Bring your  family and fr iends on a guided 
walk 50p per walker + bus fare for bus hop walk, finishing with a home-cooked brunch 
(for purchase) at the village hall. 

BUS HOP WALK! (no dogs) Be at the bus stop opposite the pub at 9.45 am. Bookings 
for brunch will be taken before leaving for a walk of about six miles. 

LOCAL WALK  (about 4 miles) starting at 10.00 am from the village hall. Dogs 
allowed on leads.  

Food served from 12.30 pm (just in case you don’t want to walk). 

Crafty Chatter Tea/coffee, chat and craft. We welcome visitors with any craft/
project – from knitting, sewing and crochet to drawing, painting or jewellery-making. 
Alternate Wednesdays at the village hall, April 8 and 22, 2.0— 4.00 pm, £1 when you 
attend. More details from Caroline (840272). 

The hall is available for events, parties and classes. Contact Caroline (840272) to 
make your booking. 

Continued from Page 3 
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Thorpe Satchville 
Celebration: Following completion of the roof project, there will be a Service of 
Celebration and Blessing on Sunday June 14 at 10.30 am at St Michael and All Angels 
Church, Thorpe Satchville. We are delighted that Bishop Tim will be with us and we 
invite everyone to join us on this special occasion. 

Services will resume in the church on Sunday April 12.  We would like to thank you for 
your patience and support during the building works.  We look forward to welcoming 
you all. The annual parochial church meeting will be on April 21 at 7.30 pm in the 
church.                                                                                                       Karina Taylor. 

Village hall 

‘Pub Night’: The next pub night is April 24. All 'pub nights' will be on the last Friday of 
the month unless otherwise notified. ‘Pub Nights’ are an opportunity for villagers and 
anyone else to gather and socialise now that the village currently does not have a pub. 

Scout groups: The beavers meet every Thur sday evening 5.30—6.30 at the village 
hall and the cubs every other Thursday evening 7.40—8.15. The groups are looking for 
new young people to join. Contact 1thorpescouts@gmail.com or come along at 5.30 pm 
onwards for beavers and 6.45 onwards for cubs. Petra Johnston, beaver leader 
(07971602609 ) or Tim Ashton, cub leader (07976 378795). 

Twyford 
Village hall: 

Karate: Sundays, 10.00 am, Apr il 12, 19, 26. 
Tuesday, 6.00 pm, April 14, 21, 28. 
Wednesdays, 6.00 pm, April 15, 22, 29. 

Carpet bowls: Mondays, 8.00 pm, Apr il 13, 27. 

Whist drive: Fr iday, 7.00 pm, Apr il 17. 

Drop In: Fr iday, 10.30 am, Apr il 17.  

Coffee Morning and Hot Cross Buns with Children’s Easter 
Egg Bingo (£1): Wednesday Apr il 1, 11.00 am. Contact 
Wendy (454457) or Sue (840992). 

Inns and Outs: Tuesday Apr il 14:  Fact or fiction – the truth about bats. Meet a bat 
with the Leicestershire and Rutland Bat Group and have your questions answered.  What 
do bats eat and how do they catch their food?  Can we make our gardens 'bat-friendly'? 
What about problems if they are roosting in a building?  Cost £2.50 but children are 
welcome and are free of charge.  Bring drinks and food to share.  For information, ring 
Sheelagh (840605). 

Woolly Days: Knitting, spinning, crochet, weaving, etc, Saturday Apr il 11, 10.30—
3.30 pm. Bring your work with you and enjoy a day with like-minded people, everyone 
welcome. £5.00 and something for shared lunch. Contact Lizzie (07754 497004) for 
more details 

Ashford Spinning & Weaving Workshop: Wednesday and Thur sday Apr il 22 and 
23, 10.00—4.00 pm. More details: Lizzie (07754 497004). 

Village hall bookings: Twyford Village Hall is available for  booking for  your  par ty, 
wedding, meeting or other event. Please call Chris (07811 859813) or (840774) for more 
information.  

mailto:1thorpescouts@gmail.com
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Priest in Charge (Area Dean): Revd 
Kevin Ashby (01664) 503535 Office 
(01664) 562267 e-mail 
rector@meltonparish.org.uk 

Reader: Mr Malcolm Britton: 34 
Hall Orchard Lane, Frisby-on-the-
Wreake. (434490), 
mr.britton@virgin.net  

The South Croxton Benefice is part 
of the South West Framland (SWF) 
Group which operates an office. For 
all baptism and wedding enquiries please contact the Administrator Mr Vic 
Allsop at the SWF Group Office, 29 Main Street, Great Dalby, LE14 2ET 
(561909) or clusteradmin@btinternet.com. 

During Parish Vacancy: For funerals, visits to those who are ill and home 
communions contact Malcolm Britton (see above) and/or your churchward-
en. General enquiries about the local churches – any of the churchwardens 
or contacts. If the services of a priest are required contact Revd Kevin Ashby. 

Churchwardens (all numbers preceded by area code 01664) 

Ashby Folville & Barsby: Rosemary Holt (840783) 

South Croxton with Beeby: Ann Crawford (840231); Brian Piper (840627)  

Twyford & John O’Gaunt: Dorothy Edwards (840591); Stephen Hardcastle 
(840733) 

Gaddesby contacts: Diana Pritchard (840267), assistant churchwarden; 
David Wyrko (840385), building. 

Thorpe Satchville contacts: Janet Collins (840649) & Jane 
Smith (840876)  

Newsletter Editor: Glyn Tucker (841184) Contributions, 
news, events and notices may be emailed to 
churchmaged@gmail.com or left at/posted to 18 Ashby 
Road, Gaddesby, LE7 4WF (next to the village hall car park).  

The deadline for the next edition is April 22.  

Who’s who in the South Croxton Benefice 

mailto:rector@meltonparish.org.uk
mailto:mr.britton@virgin.net
mailto:clusteradmin@btinternet.com
mailto:churchmaged@gmail.com
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THE UK’s churches and chapels are much 

loved national assets, a new opinion poll shows. 

The National Churches Trust poll by ComRes, 

designed to measure attitudes to church build-

ings, shows that four in five (79 per cent) of 

British people think that churches and chapels 

are an important part of the UK’s heritage and 

history. 

Three-quarters of British people (74 per cent) 

say that church buildings play an important role 

for society by providing a space for community 

activities, such as playgroups, cultural and so-

cial events and meetings. This view is held 

among British adults of all religions and none 

with more than three in five British adults of 

non-Christian religions (67 per cent) and of no 

religion (64 per cent) agreeing that church 

buildings play an important role for society by 

providing a space for community activities. 

The ComRes poll also shows that more than 

two in five (45 per cent) British adults have 

visited a church or chapel over the past year.  

Churches ‘much-loved assets’ 
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Easter Services continued on Page 7 


